Your Own Family
What if you decide to have your own family? How would that influence your career choices?
First of all, what about family responsibilities? How much extra money would you have to make to support your new family? How would having a family determine the work you did? What restrictions would be placed on the kinds of work you could look for, and where you could go?
It is difficult to think about these things at your age. However, if you had a family, it would be a central factor in all of your planning. What you wanted would have to change to fit the needs of your family.
Reflection
What are some other ways that having a family can influence your career choices? Return to the values list on page 54. How would you rank your values if you had a family? Would there be any changes in the numbers?
Your Peer Group
You've probably experienced peer pressure. Do you think it is difficult to avoid being influenced by peer pressure in high school?
Did you ever want to belong to a group so badly that you did things you didn't agree with? Did you ever say things you didn't believe because you wanted to fit in with people you admired? How about thoughts—did you ever think things that you didn't really agree with, or join in making fun of ideas or people you did agree with?
One of the strongest influences on you at this stage in your life may be your peer group—your friends, the group you hang out with, or even the general atmosphere of opinion in your class or school.
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Your career choices may be so strongly influenced by your peer group that only certain career options appear possible.
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